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FROM THE EDITORS' DESKS

Literary Musings:
Books That Fly Off Your Shelves
By Linda M. Pavonetti, Issue Editor
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favorites, or better yet, introduce you to more
everal years ago, when Helen Gill was
recent titles of Books That Fly Off Your Shelves.
editor of the Michigan Reading Journal,
Our authors span the continuum of age groups
the MRJ covers highlighted historical
and reading interests with their articles. They
illustrations of children reading. Our Fall
offer some fresh ideas for enjoying old friends
2002 cover reflects a more contemporary child,
enjoying the final days of summer, reading a book in different contexts. Jonella Mongo introduces
under a tree. In my mind, there is nothing more
us to Board Books Featuring African Americans.
wonderful than a child totally absorbed in a book. Unfortunately, according to Mongo's research,
these books are vanishing in a market where
Ralph Waldo Emerson noted that "some of the
board books as a group are proliferating. What's
sweetest hours of life ... will be found to have
st
been spent with books." In 21 century America,
an article about board books doing in a reading
how many children-or adults, for that matjournal, you may ask? The Family Literacy Comter-make the time to read a book? The University mittee of the Michigan Reading Association is
of Michigan (Population Reference Bureau, 2000) working diligently with new mothers and their
recently released a study that suggests from 1981
babies-introducing them to the concept of readto 1997, children have less time for free play,
ing aloud from the time of the baby's birth. We
which also affects their recreational reading time.
enthusiastically support that effort.
So how do we inspire children-from babies
through teens-to read? How can we, as teachers, library-media specialists, administrators, and
parents, produce readers who think of books as
Maurice Sendak does?
As a child I felt that books were holy
objects, to be caressed, rapturously sniffed,
and devotedly provided for. I gave my life
to them-I still do. I continue to do what
I did as a child: dream of books, make
books, and collect books. (Maggio, 1997,
p. 157)
One of my favorite techniques for encouraging
children to become lifelong readers is to find
books that engage them, enchant them, envelop
them in distant worlds and exciting adventures;
books that expose them to real-life heroes they
can emulate; books that challenge them to explore
the world; books that provide a magic-carpet ride
to times and places known and unknown.
The articles in this issue of the Michigan Reading
Journal may conjure up memories of your own
4

On the other hand, when we think of alphabet
books, many of us visualize preschool children
learning their ABCs. However, Debra H. Thatcher
takes us Beyond the ABCs and challenges us to
recognize the value of reintroducing older students to these illustrated texts.
Sandra Brehl discovered that her third-grade
students required explicit vocabulary to describe
what they saw in the Caldecott books they examined. She utilized the art of Master Illustrator
Allen Say to open her students' eyes to the craft of
the artist.
Recent position statements by the International
Reading Association have focused research on
middle school and high school students' disinclination to read. However, as three of our authors
found out, reading does not have to die in middle
school. Vivian Johnson provides insight into some
books that encouraged her Urban Adolescents to
Jump into Young Adult Literature. Elizabeth Carr
finds that Its a Hook when students engage with
authors. She details several ways in which her
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middle school provided student-author contactand how that influenced the students as readers.
Marcie Pickelsimer maps out the journey 'Celine'
(and Her Teacher) embarked upon while discussing the bleak, controversial issues presented in
Brock Cole's young adult books.
Besides these articles that ask us to examine the
books we read, and the books we don't read, with
our students, there are the regular features of the
MRJ: Vera Milz presents Bookpourri, supplemented this month with reflections on the recent
abundance of books about 9/11. Some of these
books deserve a place in our libraries.
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Finally, the cover article is an interview, conducted by Michigan teachers, with the 2002
Newbery Award winner, Linda Sue Park. During
the summer, Ms. Park spoke with the teachers
who then were able to ask questions about her
writing.
I hope you enjoy this issue of the Michigan Reading Journal. More than that, however, I hope to
ignite your love of books and reading so that you
can inspire your students to make time for reading. Barbara W. Tuchman, one of America's most
revered historical writers, said that "Books are the
carriers of civilization ... they are companions,
teachers, magicians, bankers of the treasures of
the mind."
Read a good book-and pass it on.

Linda M. Pavonetti

MRA Mission Statement

The Michigan Reading Association is a
dynamic organization whose mission is to
promote literacy by enabling the varied communities of learners to become knowledgeable
decision makers and by providing opportunities
to share common and diverse interests and
beliefs.
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